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Appreciation of Art
Question 1
In this discussion, I opted to go with video link 1 and video link four as the basis of my discussions. In the first video, Kehinde Wiley, an artist who focuses on the contentious issues of race, gender, and politics of representation through the representation of African American men and women in European portraiture gives a description of his works titled "A New Republic" (Wiley 1). By replacing ordinary men and women riff on specific paintings, Wiley illustrates the absentia of African Americans in historical and cultural narratives. In Wiley's drawings, the characters are depicted as wearing hoodies and sneakers, which are associated with hip hop culture, mostly related to the African American population. Also, in his drawings, Wiley tries to bring out the strength related to the black woman. The long and thick hair on the black woman comes out as the basis of her beauty. This video broadens the perception of African American culture. In his works, Wiley tries to bring out the hidden beauty that is present in black society. His drawings show just how much the African American society is significant in ant society and the fact that it was left entirely out during ancient times.
The fourth video is about the narration of the life of Jean Michel Basquiat, a young artiste from New York, by Tamra Davis, who is a filmmaker (Davis 1). She gives accounts of her relationship with Basquiat, from the day the two met to the number of times the two spent time together in Basquiat's studio as Davis recorded him as he did his work. According to Davis (1), Basquiat was a young individual who loved music, and was full of curiosity and also believed in his talents. Davis describes Basquiat's works as being mysterious, shouting, and ones who were really deep in messaging. She also highlights Basquiat's ability to link different cultures and also connect people from different cultures through his works. This video shows the importance of self-worth and self-esteem, especially in young people. The story of Basquiat is a clear indication of the type and amount of talent that the young population possess and just how much this untapped potential can help change the environment around us. 
Question 2
According to Feibleman (43), Appreciation of art is the ability to comprehend the works of art while enjoyment of art is the ability to feel and to understand the values involved. These are, therefore, two distinct though closely related features. 
My favorite artwork for the semester is the Sainte-Chapelle, a chapel in Paris which was constructed in the Gothic style and which acted as the residence for the King of France. The basis for my selection is the architecture and color used in the construction of this chapel. The chapel is, by definition, the face of Gothic Architectural style (Robert 56). The architectural design is clearly manifested from the exterior grand ceremonial staircase to the interior richly colored wall surfaces. Another feature that stands out are the great stainless glass windows. I both appreciate the chapel as a work of art and also enjoy it as it provides an ideal scenario. On the other hand, the artwork that I greatly dislike is Bronzino.  Portrait of a Young Man.  c. 1535-40.  Oil on wood (Carmen et al. 1). The basis of my decision is that I felt that it was too simple. Considering that the artist was a poet, I would expect that his drawings would have, or rather would pass more details. The painting felt too simplified and as such, had little significance. Therefore, I appreciate the piece of art and the background information behind it; however, I don't like how the artist presented his work. So, it is quite possible to appreciate a piece of art and at the same time dislike it.
In conclusion, the basis of classifying an artwork is not beauty. Every artwork that has been done by an artist is considered as beautiful. If not by the artist himself, then by the general population. Therefore, one would not do justice to any piece of art when they classify it as good based on its beauty (Feibleman 43).
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